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BRIERLEY  HILL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1954 


To  The  Chairman  and  ^Iembers  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Brierley  Hill. 

Mr.  C'hairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1954. 

Infectious  Diseases 

Notifications  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  year  show  a remarkable 
reduction.  The  number  of  reported  cases  was  180  as  compared  with  1,111  for 
the  previous  year:  the  principal  reason  was  the  high  morbidity  in  relation  to 
measles  for  in  1953  the  number  of  cases  notified  was  879,  whilst  for  1954  there 
were  only  6 notified  cases. 

The  figures  in  relation  to  Scarlet  Fever  and  Dysentery  are  higher  than 
for  1953,  there  being  54  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  as  against  39,  and  33  cases  of 
Dysentery  as  against  16. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  there  is  more  than  a 50%  reduction  in  notifica- 
tions of  Whooping  Cough:  the  1954  figure  is  72  and  the  1953  figure  148.  It  is 
again  too  early  to  comment  on  the  value  of  official  immunisation  against  this 
disease,  but  the  decrease  in  Brierley  Hill  is  very  gratifying  for  the  period  under 
review. 


Smallpox 

Although  no  cases  of  smallpox  have  occurred  in  this  neighbourhood  for  the 
past  25  years,  there  is  a potential  danger.  The  number  of  live  births  for  1954 
is  744,  out  of  which  117  under  one-year  of  age  were  protected  against  this 
disease.  If  an  outbreak  in  this  district  did  occur,  the  situation  is  likely  to  be 
very  grave  because  of  the  small  number  who  have  adecpiate  protection. 
Vaccination  is  carried  out  entirely  by  General  Practitioners. 


Tuberculosis 


During  1954  the  Mass  Radiogra})hy  Unit  visited  Brierley  Hill  for  the 


second  time  and  was  stationed  at  ten  centres 


within  the  District,  viz.. 


Brierley  Hill  . . . . . . 4 

Quarry  Bank  . . . . . . 1 

VVordsley  . . . . . . 1 

Kingswinford  . . . . . . 1 

Pensnett  . . . . . . . . 2 

Brockmoor  . . . . . . 1 


It  was  thought  that  the  first  effort  in  1953  was  unlikely  to  prove  speetacular 
and  the  figures  were  expected  to  be  low.  The  hope  was  that  a greater  response 
would  be  forthcoming  at  the  next  examination:  this,  unfortunately,  has  not  been 
the  ease. 

In  1958,  including  school  children,  6,227  people  attended  for  X-ray:  the 
total  for  1954  was  5,318,  which  is  almost  1,000  less.  The  reasons  for  this  drop 
are  difficult  to  pinpoint,  but  it  is  worth  while  to  note  that  in  1953  the  Unit 
visited  Brierley  Hill  in  the  Spring,  which  was  thought  to  be  the  optimum  time 
for  this  area. 

Unfortunately,  the  1954  survey  took  place  during  the  months  of  October 
and  November  when  the  weather  was  inclement  and  a long  period  of  fog  and 
adverse  conditions  was  experienced.  Coupled  with  this  is  the  fact  that  one 
large  establishment  did  not  find  it  convenient  to  permit  their  workpeople  to 


attend  during  the  specially  arranged  sessions  for  factory 

workers. 

The  results  of  the  1954  Mass  Radiography 

The  total  number  of  5,318  persons  X-rayed 
were  in  the  following  groups: 

Survey  were  as  under: 

Men 

Women 

Total 

Public  (including  two  doctors’  cases)  . . 

609 

707 

1,316 

Organized  Groups 

1,917 

1,374 

3,291 

Scholars  . . 

338 

373 

711 

2,864 

2,454 

5,318 

Of  these,  158  were  recalled  for  large  films: 

Organized 

81 

Public 

58 

Scholars  . . 

Total 

19 

158 

Results 

56  persons  were  examined  by  the  Medical  Director  with  the  following  results: 


(a)  Referred  to  Chest  Clinic: 

(?)  Cases  referred  as  active  tuberculosis — 2.2  per  thousand.  12 
(This  figure  includes  two  cases  of  active  tuberculosis  in 
schools). 

(//)  Cases  referred  as  inactive  tuberculosis  . . . . . . 15 

(??/)  Number  of  abnormalities  . . . . . . . . . . 24 

{!))  Referred  to  General  Practitioners: 

(/)  Cases  of  inactive  tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . 3 

{ii)  Number  of  other  abnormalities  . . . . . . . . 7 

{(')  No  further  action  required: 

(/)  Cases  of  inactive  tuberculosis  . . . . 7 

(//)  Number  of  other  abnormalities  . . . . . . . . 37 
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Xoii-tuberculous  Abnormalities : 

Pulmonary  conditions: 

Bronchiectasis  . . . . . . , . . . . 7 

Pneumoconiosis  . . . . . . . , . . . . 16 

Other  pulmonary  conditions  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Cardiovascular  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

There  is  little  variation  in  the  number  of  chest  abnormalities  as  a result  of 
the  two  examinations. 

Clean  Food 

The  question  of  clean  food  still  occupies  much  attention  of  the  Department. 
Continued  inspection,  and  instruction  to  all  those  employed  in  the  distribution 
and  handling  of  food  is  paying  results. 

Notifications  of  food  poisoning  are  still  very  low:  generally  speaking  it 
amounts  to  one  ease  in  a population  of  approximately  50,000  over  a period  of 
one  year.  The  surveillance  and  training  of  those  responsible  for  the  distribution 
of  food  will  make  itself  felt  in  the  repetition  of  advice  given  by  the  traders  to 
their  staff  and  to  the  customers. 

If  the  high  standard  is  maintained  it  is  hoped  that  notifications  in  relation 
to  this  disease  will  be  negligible,  if  not  completely  eliminated.  The  principal 
difficulty  in  relation  to  food  poisoning  is  the  time  factor,  in  so  far  that  the 
physical  conditions  arising  from  this  disease  are  so  like  the  signs  and  symptoms 
of  many  similar  diseases,  and  the  scientific  investigations  result  in  a delay  of 
7 days. 

The  response  from  shop-keepers  and  traders  has  been  very  gratifying,  and 
with  their  whole-hearted  co-operation  it  is  hoped  that  no  increase  in  relation 
to  food  poisoning  will  occur. 

It  is  still  found,  however,  on  the  many  visits  carried  out  for  various  purposes, 
that  the  individual  house- wife  is  still  far  from  appreciating  the  importance  of 
all  possible  care  and  protection  of  food  in  her  own  home. 

Housing 

During  the  year  328  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council  and  126  by 
private  enterprise.  Many  more  are  required,  for  it  cannot  be  expected  that 
improvement  in  the  health,  and  in  the  sociology,  of  the  inhabitants  will  be 
noticeable  until  houses  in  sufficient  numbers  are  available  to  relieve  the  un- 
satisfaetory  conditions  that  prevail. 

The  Housing  Committee  realise  the  danger  of  cross  infection  to  those  people 
in  contact  with  tuberculosis,  and  have,  in  all  cases  where  isolation  was  im- 
possible or  unsatisfactory,  rehoused  the  families  concerned:  this  is  essential  in 
relation  to  the  control  and  treatment  of  tuberculosis. 

To  members  of  the  Council,  Mr.  Parker,  Officers  and  the  staff  of  the 
Department,  I again  wish  to  express  appreciation  for  their  willing  co-operation. 

j.  H.  donnp:lly, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A 

Statistics 


He^istrar-CieiicraFs  estimate  of  population  (mid 

1954) 

49,850 

Area  (in  acres)  . . 

5,927 

Hateable  Value  . . 

£215,225 

Sum  re])resented  by  Penny  Rate  1954-55 

£847 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

FOR  THE 

YEAR 

1954 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Liv'e  Births:  Legitimate 

..  712 

895 

817 

Illegitimate 

82 

19 

18 

744 

414 

880 

Birth  Rate  per  1,()9()  population 

15.08 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

0 . 96 

Standardized  Birth  Rate 

14.47 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Still  Births:  Legitimate 

18 

9 

9 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

— 

19 

10 

9 

Rate  per  1,000  (Live  and  Still  Births) 

26 . 28 

Rate  per  1,000  population  (Still  Births) 

0 . 89 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Deaths 

477 

265 

212 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 

9.67 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

1.16 

Standardized  Death  Rate 

11.21 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

All  Infants  j)er  1, ()()()  Live  Births 

18 

..  24.19 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Births 

16 

. . 22 . 47 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Births 

2 

..  62.50 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

. . 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) 

. , 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

84 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

10 
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NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

The  Birth  Rate  of  15.08  compares  with  that  of  15.79  for  the  year  1953. 
It  is  lower  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  which  is  15.2. 

Deaths 

The  Death  Rate  of  9.67  is  higher  than  that  of  9.35  for  1953,  there  being 
19  more  deaths.  The  death  rate  per  1,000  home  population  in  Phigland  and 
Wales  is  11.3. 

The  most  frequent  causes  continue  to  be  Heart  Disease,  Cancer,  Intra- 
cranial Vascular  Lesions,  Bronchitis,  and  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  These 
categories  included  229  deaths. 

Natural  Increase  of  Population 

The  number  of  Births  exceeded  the  number  of  Deaths  by  267. 

Infantile  Mortality 

The  Infantile  Mortality  of  24.19  per  1,000  live  births  compares  with  25.5 
for  England  and  Wales.  This  is  slightly  higher  than  the  figure  for  1953. 

Maternal  Mortality 

The  Maternal  Mortality  figures  for  Brierley  Hill  are  again  Nil:  this  is  very 
gratifying. 


TABLE  I 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 
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TABLE  II 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 
REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S  RETURN 


Diseases 

1954 

'I'otal 

Male 

Female 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . . 

6 

1 

7 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 

1 

2 

3 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

1 

— 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 





Measles  . . 

— 





Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

2 

1 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomach 

11 

7 

18 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Lung,  Bronchus 

15 

1 

16 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Breast.  . 

— 

7 

7 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Uterus 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

28 

14 

42 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

1 

2 

Diabetes 

2 

1 

3 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . 

29 

33 

62 

Coronary  Disease — Angina 

31 

15 

46 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

3 

4 

7 

Other  Heart  Disease 

28 

35 

(}3 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

11 

12 

23 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

11 

2 

13 

Bronchitis 

22 

12 

34 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

1 

3 

Lflcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

7 

5 

12 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  and  Diarrhoea  . . 

2 

— 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

2 

4 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

3 

— 

3 

Pregnancy — Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

2 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

31 

46 

77 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

4 

1 

5 

All  other  accidents 

8 

3 

11 

Suicide 

2 

2 

4 

Homicide  and  o])erations  of  \N’ar 

— 

— 

— 

All  causes 

265 

212 

477 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

Tlic  C’ounty  Council  through  its  Area  Medical  Officer  is  res})oiisible  for  the 
administration  of  the  following  health  services: 

Health  Centres 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Midwifery 

Health  Visiting 

Home  Nursing 

Prevention  of  illness,  eare  and  after  eare 
Domestie  Help 

Vaeeination  and  Immunisation 
Ambulanee  Service 
Mental  Health  Service 

Close  liaison  between  this  Department  and  the  Area  Health  Offiee  was 
maintained. 

Hospitals 

Administration  of  Hospitals  and  Specialist  Services  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  Hospitals  serving  the  district  are  as  follows: 

Wordsley  Hospital,  Brierley  Hill 
Guest  Hospital,  Dudley. 

Corbett  Hospital,  Ambleeote. 

Other  Hospitals  within  easy  reach  are  those  of  Birmingham  and  Wolver- 
hampton. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  referred  to  Isolation  Hospitals,  he.,  Moxley 
Hospital,  Wednesbury,  Hayley  Green  Hospital,  Halesowen,  and  Stallings  Lane 
Hospital,  Kingswinford. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes 

There  are  no  Nursing  Homes  in  the  area.  Maternity  cases  are  admitted  to 
Wordsley  Hospital,  and  to  the  Rosemary  Ednam  Maternity  Home  at  Dudley. 

Tuberculosis 

Sanatoria  are  provided  at  Kinver,  Groundslow,  Prestwood,  and  Himley. 
Cases  of  surgical  tuberculosis  are  treated  at  Standon  Hall  and  The  Woodlands. 
Dispensaries  are  situated  at  Dudley  and  Wolverhampton. 

Post  Mortem  Room 

44  bodies  were  admitted  to  the  Post  Mortem  Room  during  the  year. 
The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows: 


Natural  Causes  . . . . 32 

Misadventure  . . . . . . 1 

Suicide  . . . . . . 5 

Accident  . . . . . . 3 

Asphyxia  . . . . . . 3 
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Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  continues  to  deal  with  the  patho- 
logical and  bacteriological  specimens  sent  from  this  area. 

The  chemical  analysis  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is 
undertaken  by  the  County  Analyst,  who  acts  for  the  Urban  District. 


National  Assistance  Act 

No  action  was  required  under  Section  47  of  this  Act  which  provides  for 
eompidsory  removal  to  hospital  of  those  unable  to  look  after  themselves. 


SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply 

The  District  is  served  by  two  Companies.  The  Stourbridge  and  District 
Water  Board  supply  ‘2,486  houses  at  Wordsley,  while  the  rest  of  the  area  is 
served  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Board.  In  both  cases  the  supply 
comes  from  deep  wells  and  bore-holes  in  the  new  red  sandstone  to  depths 
varying  from  ‘200  feet  to  500  feet.  The  water  is  examined  regularly  and  has 
continued  to  be  of  a high  standard  of  purity. 

The  following  are  typical  analyses: 

Stourbridge  and  District  Water  Board 


Coli  Aerogenes  Content  (presumptive  eoli)  after  48  hours 

incubation  at  37  deg.  Cent.  . . . . . . . . Nil  per  100  M.L. 


Aiialysh 

pH  \"alue 

Total  Solid  Matter  Dried  at  ‘212  deg.  F. 
Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 
Albuminoid 
Nitric  Nitrogen  . . 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  80  deg.  F. 

Appearance 

Metallic  Contamination 
Total  Hardness  . . 

Permanent  Hardness 
Temporary  Hardness  . . 

Free  Chlorine 


Parts  per  100,000 

7.5 
32.0 

Nil 

Nil 

0 . 90 

2 . 90 

Nil 

Clear 

Nil 

14.4  deg. 

4.9  deg. 

9.5  deg. 

0.13  parts  per  million 
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The  South  Staffordshire  Water  Board 


(’oli  Aerogenes  Content  (presumptive  eoli)  after  48  hours 
incubation  at  37  deg.  Cent. 

Nil  per  100  M.L. 

.Analysis 

Parts  per  100,000 

pH  Value 

7.3 

Total  Solid  Matter  Dried  at  212  deg.  F. 

37.0 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

0.0008 

Albuminoid 

Nil 

Nitric  Nitrogen  . . 

0 . 90 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  . . 

4.00 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  80  deg.  F. 

0 . 006 

A})})earanee 

No  colour.  Minute 

Metallic  Contamination.  . 

trace  of  suspended 
matter. 

Nil 

Total  Hardness  . . 

17.2  deg. 

Permanent  Hardness 

11.4  deg. 

Temporary  Hardness 

5.8  deg. 

Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Extensions  to  sewers  have  been  effected  at  Maidensbridge  Road,  Wallheath, 
Barnett  Lane  and  Cot  Lane,  Kings winford,  and  Mearce  Coppice,  Quarry  Bank. 

Public  Cleansing 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  the  Cleansing  Superintendent.  A 
report  on  the  work  will  be  found  in  his  report. 

SECTION  D 


HOUSING 

The  Architect  and  Housing  Director  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
information: 

During  the  year  328  Permanent  Dwellings  have  been  completed,  48  handed 
over  for  sale,  and  280  for  tenanting,  242  of  these  houses  are  of  Traditional 
Construction,  the  remaining  86  being  New  Traditional. 

The  total  of  post-war  dwellings  completed  is  now  as  follows: 

1,770  Permanent  Traditional  ^ 

198  Permanent  New  Traditional  j 

40  Permanent  Aluminium  Bungalows  y Total  2132 
24  Temporary  Aluminium  Bungalows 
100  Temporary  Asbestos  Bungalows. 

There  are  198  houses,  46  flats,  and  3 shops  in  course  of  erection,  and  no 
houses  under  contract  not  yet  started. 

Housing  completions  are  somewhat  slower  than  the  previous  year,  but  the 
full  cffeet  of  the  Housing  Programme  is  more  likely  to  be  felt  during  the  ensuing 
year. 
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On  the  Housing  Management  side  of  the  Department,  6,292  items  of  general 
repair  have  been  executed  by  the  Building  Maintenance  Staff,  whilst  162  houses 
have  been  decorated  internally  and  595  houses  painted  externally  as  programme 
repairs.  A further  196  houses  have  been  painted  externally  by  C'ontract:  158 
houses  have  also  been  decorated  internally  following  exchanges  or  transfers  of 
tenancy. 


SECTION  E 


LIVE  AND  DEAD  MEAT  INSPECTION 

Two  Veterinary  Officers  are  employed  by  the  Council  to  inspect  live 
animals  and  carcases  at  a large  factory  in  the  area. 

The  Chief  Veterinary  Surgeon  reports  as  follows: 

I beg  to  submit  the  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Veterinary  Department  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1954. 

The  year  was  noted  chiefly  for  the  ending  of  food  rationing.  The  control 
of  the  Minister  of  Food  over  the  abattoir  where  the  veterinary  meat  inspection 
service  exists  came  to  an  end  on  the  29th  June,  1954,  and  on  the  3()th  of  that 
month  the  free  market  started.  Animals  are  now  purchased  through  the  Fat 
Stock  Corporation  and  private  buyers,  to  the  specification  of  the  meat  owners, 
so  that  a standard  of  quality  once  more  obtains,  and  is  reflected  in  the  lessening 
in  the  incidence  of  certain  diseases  found  in  animals.  This  lower  incidence  will 
be  noted  in  the  next  annual  report  when  a whole  year  has  been  devoted  to  the 
inspection  of  these  better-(|uality  animals. 

It  is  particularly  gratifying  to  find  that  the  ineidenee  of  tuberculosis  in 
pigs  continues  to  show  a downward  trend.  For  many  years  between  the  two 
world  wars,  this  incidence  remained  fairly  constant  year  by  year  at  11%.  For 
the  last  few  years,  and  since  the  last  war,  it  has  dropped  to  5%  and  now  to  3%. 
This  is  due  in  large  measure  to  the  cleaning  up  of  tuberculosis  in  the  dairy  herds 
of  the  country  and  to  the  pasteurising  or  sterilising  of  any  milk  or  milk  products 
available  for  pig  feeding. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  a much  greater  demand  for  export  certifi- 
cates covering  the  meat  and  bacon  products  sold  abroad.  Although  Great 
Britain  is  normally  a meat-importing  country,  Brierley  Hill  is  rather  unique  in 
that  some  of  its  products  arc  more  than  holding  their  own  in  the  dollar-earning 
export  drive. 

On  various  occasions  during  the  year  certain  Universities,  Medical  and 
Veterinary  Schools,  Hospitals,  as  well  as  Research  Institutions,  were  supplied 
with  materials  for  research  for  teaching,  and  with  information  relating  to 
animal  diseases.  Some  of  these  re(|uests  came  from  foreign  lands,  and  were  all 
attended  to  as  has  been  the  usual  ease  throughout  the  years.  The  cost  of 
packing  and  transporting  any  material  so  used  was  carried  entirely  by  Messrs. 
Marsh  &:  Baxter  lamited.  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  every  assistance  in 
carrying  out  the  work  of  inspection. 

The  following  tables  give  a complete  picture  of  the  work  done  in  Meat 
Inspection  by  the  Veterinary  Officers  eoneerned. 
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PIG  S — {continued) 
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TABLE  III  {continurd) 

This  table  sliovvs  parts  and  carcases  of  SHEEP  eoiidenmcd  after  veterinary  inspection: 
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TABLE  III  (continued) 

Tabic  showing  the  diseases  encountered,  together  with  carcases  and  organs  eondeinned 
in  the  veterinary  inspection  of  Cx\TTLK: 
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TABLE  IV 


The  relative  importance  of  the  diseases  encountered  in  the  various  species 
of  animals,  is  shown  in  the  following  tables  of  percentages  to  the  total  number 


killed: 


PIGS 

j 

SHEEP 

Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy 

15.0% 

Fascioliasis 

7.004 

Congestion  

5.0% 

Muelleriasis 

2.0% 

Hydronephrosis  . . 

-t.0% 

Pleurisy  and  Pneumonia 

O.50/0 

Tuberculosis 

■3.0% 

Hydatid  Cysts  . . 

O.40/0 

Pericarditis 

2-0% 

Fatty  Infiltration 

0.1% 

Cirrhosis  . . 

2.0% 

Decomposition  . . 

0.10/^ 

Eattv  Infiltration 

2.0% 

Pericarditis 

0.080/^ 

Peritonitis 

2.0%  ! 

xAbscess  . . 

O.O80/0 

Abscess  . . 

0.06%  1 

Empyaema 

0.06  0/0 

Empyaema 

0.05% 

Peritonitis 

O.O30/0 

Hydatid  Cysts  . . 

0.04% 

Arthritis  . . 

0.03  0/0 

Swine  Erysipelas 

0.03% 

Bruising  . . 

0.0204 

Pyaemia  . . 

0.01% 

Jaundice  . . 

0 . 0204 

Arthritis  . . 

0.01% 

Tuberculosis 

0 . 00504 

Fractures 

0.01% 

Actinomycosis  . . 

0.00504 

Bruising  . . 

0 . 009% 

Gangrene 

0.00504 

Nephritis 

0.006% 

Enteritis  . . 

0.000504 

Strongylosis 

0 . 006% 

Pyaemia  . . 

0.00504 

Septicaemia 

0.005% 

Contamination  . . 

0.005% 

Contamination  . . 

0.005% 

Metritis  . . 

0.005 04 

Jaundice  . . 

0.004% 

Died  in  transit  . . 

0.080/, 

Pigmentation 

0.004% 

(iastritis  . . 

0.003% 

Enteritis  . . 

0.002% 

Angiomata 

0 . 002% 

Phidoearditis 

0.001% 

Ascarides 

0.001% 

(iangrene 

0 . 001  % 

Swine  Fever 

0 . 001  % 

Hepatitis 

0.001% 

Paratyphoid 

0.0009% 

Actinomycosis  . . 

0.0009% 

Emaciation 

0.0009% 

Uraemia  . . 

0.0009% 

Hernia 

0 . 0003  0/0 

Myocarditis 

0.0003% 

Died  in  lairage  . . 

0 . 01  % 

Died  in  transit  . . 

0.0404 

Percentage  of  disease  found  in: 


CATTLE 

CALVES 

Fascioliasis 

■25.0% 

Tuberculosis 

0.3% 

Tuberculosis 

13.0% 

Pneumonia,  etc. 

0.8% 

Mastitis  . . 

13.0% 

Gastritis  . . 

0.3% 

Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy 

9.0% 

Immaturity 

0.2% 

Angiomata 

6.0% 

Pericarditis 

0.1% 

Peritonitis 

2.0% 

Jaundice  . . 

0.1% 

Pericarditis 

0.7% 

Melanosis 

0.07% 

Abscess  . . 

0.5% 

Sarcoma  . . 

0.07% 

Fatty  Infiltration 

0.4% 

Cirrhosis  . . 

0.07% 

Bruising  . . 

0.4% 

Hepatitis 

0.07% 

Bacterial  Necrosis 

0.4% 

Bruising  . . 

0.07% 

Cysticerciasis 

0..3% 

Contamination  . . 

0.07% 

Hydatid  Cysts  . . 

0.3% 

Eraemia  . . 

0.07% 

Actinobacillosis  . . 

0.2% 

Dead  in  transit  . . 

0.04% 

Arthritis  . . 

0.1% 

Nephritis 

0 . 08% 

Actinomycosis  . . 

O.O4O0 

Toxaemia 

0.02% 

Melanosis 

0.02% 

Empyaema 

0.02% 

Emaciation 

0.02% 

Sarcoma  . . 

0.0-2% 

j 

Fat  Necrosis 

0,02% 

1 

Dead  in  lairage  . . 

O.O2O0 

Dead  in  transit  . . 

0.02% 

I 
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TABLE 

All  animals  found  dead  in  the  lairages,  or  dead  in  the  transports  on  arrival 
at  Brierley  Hill,  are  subjected  to  a veterinary  post-mortem  examination  in  order 
that  contagious  diseases  may  be  controlled.  The  following  table  shows  the 
nnmber  of  such  animals  so  examined,  together  with  the  cause  of  death. 


Cause  of  death 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Abortion 



3 

2 



5 

Asphyxia 

1 

— ■ 

1 

— 

2 

Atelectasis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Bruising,  extensive 

— 

t 

1 

— 

1 

Debility 

— 1 

1 ' 

— 

— 

1 

Dystokia 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Empyaema 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Eiuiocarditis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Enteritis 

— 



1 

i 2 

3 

Entero-toxaemia  . . . . i 

— 

•> 

1 4 

6 

Erysipelas,  swine 

— 

_ 

! _ 

’ 8 

8 

Hepatitis 

— 

— 

> — 

1 

1 

Haemorrhage,  internal 

; — 

— 

1 

21 

22 

Jaundice 

i — 

— 

1 — 

1 

1 

Mastitis,  acute 

— 

— 

1 

i 

1 

Nephritis 

1 

— 

— 

! 1 

1 

Peritonitis 

1 

— - 

— 

1 

1 

Pleurisy  and  Pneumonia 

— 

1 

1 

78 

79 

Pregnancy  toxaemia  . . 

■ — 

1 

d 

— 

4 

Septicaemia 

> — 

— 

i 

1 

1 

Syncope 

1 — 

— 

1 

41 

42 

Tuberculosis  . . 

1 — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Tympanites 

1 

— 

— 

! — 

1 

Total 

2 

1 r 

! 

16 

162 

186 
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TABLE  VI 

The  weight  of  all  the  meat  eondemned  during  the  year,  both  of  imported 
goods  and  home-killed  meat,  is  as  follows: 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Q_rs. 

Lhs. 

Ozs. 

Imported: 

\ 

j 

Frozen  Beef.  . 



19 

2 ' 

19 



Pork  Limeheon  Meat 

— 

— 

— 

18  ! 

12 

Jellied  Veal 

— 

— 

— 

18  1 

— 

Ox  Tongues  , . 

— 

— 

— 

6 I 

— 

Tinned  ham.  . 

— 

— 

— 

16 

14 

Frozen  Chieken 

— 

— 

“ 1 

" i 

— 

1 

— 

1 

25 

1 

10 

Home  killed: 

Beef 

56 

14 

— 

16 

8 

Veal 

— 

2 

2 

17 

14 

Mutton 

2 

13 

2 

17 

Pork  and  Baeon 

134 

3 

2 

13 

5 

Total 

194 

14 

i 1 

i 

i 6 

12 
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CORRECTED  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DURING  1954 

TABLE  VII 


] 

1 

j 

25 

Age 

Rate 

per 

Disease 

lender 

1-2 

3-4 

1()-14| 

15-24 

and 

un- 

Total 

1, ()()()  Pop. 

1 

5-1)  j 

1 

over 

known 

1954 

1953 

Searlet  Fever  . . 

- 

4 

32 

2 

2 

- 

- 

54 

1 .09 

0 . 80 

N'  lioopinw  ('ough 

4 

23 

16 

28  1 1 

- 

- 

~ i 

72 

1 .46 

3.02 

Poliomyelitis: 

1 

I*aralytie  . . 

- 

- 

- 1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- I 

1 

0.02 

0 . 02 

Xon-Paralytic 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- i 

- 

- 1 

- 

Measles  . . 

- 

4 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

6 

0.12 

1 

17.95 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5 

- 

6 

0.12 

0 . 35 

Meningococcal 

1 

i 

Meningitis 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 2 

0.04 

0.02 

Krysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

3 

0.06 

0.08 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

0.02 

- 

Dysentery 

1 

2 

7 

12 

1 

3 

7 

- 

33 

0.67 

0 . 33 

Per  1,000 
Live  and 
Still  Births 

l*uerpcral  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2.62 

1 3.77 

1 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  1954 


Diphtheria 

Tlie  Table  })rocluee(l  is  extremely  interesting-  as  inclieating  the  trend  ol* 
pnblie  interest  in  relation  to  immunisation  against  this  disease. 

It  will  be  noted  that  no  case  was  reporting  during  the  year  1954. 


TAHLK  VIII 


NOTIFICATIONS 

A'o.  of 
Deaths 

Population 

1 ’■ 

1 ear 

Received 

Confirmed 

Not 

Confirmed 

44,500 

1944 

\ 

62 

48 

14 

4 

44,410 

1945 

106 

86 

20 

4 

46,190 

1946 

34 

33 

1 

2 

47,060 

1947 

30 

22 

8 

2 

48,250 

1948 

' 21 

17 

4 

1 

48,490 

1949 

4 

2 

2 

— 

48,900 

1950 

5 

2 

3 

— 

48,690 

1951 

2 

1 

1 

— 

48,730 

1952 

3 

1 

2 

— 

48,970 

1953 

4 

2 

2 

i 1 

49,350 

1954 

i 

i 

Immunisation 

Immunisation  has  been  carried  out  by  Doctors  in  the  area,  and  routine 
immunisation,  or  re-immunisation  of  entrants  has  been  carried  out  in  the 
Sehooh,  while  younger  children  have  been  dealt  with  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
of  the  C'ounty  Council. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  since  olhcial  recognition  of  mass  immunisation 
against  Diphtheria  in  1940,  the  morbidity  and  deaths  from  this  disease  have 
fallen  in  eonsecpienee:  the  figures  for  1940  were  approximately  50,000  eases 
with  3,000  deaths,  whilst  the  figures  for  1954  were  167  eases  with  8 deaths. 
These  figures  are  for  the  United  Kingdom.  Since  the  success  of  this  cam])aign 
has  been  so  marked,  it  would  be  a pity  if  relaxation  occurred. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Notifications 

'riic  notifications  for  the  year  are  05. 

Recoveries 

The  number  of*  eases  removed  from  the  Tubereulosis  Register  in  1954  is  44 
as  eom]iared  with  1 9 for  the  previous  year.  There  are  many  faetors  responsible 
for  this,  the  ehief  of  wliieh  is  the  eo-operation  of  the  publie  in  reporting  for 
radiologieal  examination,  the  availability  of  bed  aeeommodation,  and  the  more 
up-to-date  methods  of  treatment.  These,  of  eourse,  are  all  im})ortant,  but  not 
less  important  is  the  faet  that  eases  notified  and  not  transferred  to  hospital  are 
under  continuous  supervision  from  the  domieiliary  serviees,  the  Chest  Clinie, 
and  the  County  Nursing  staff. 


Deaths 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  again  this  year  that  there  is  a reduction  in  the 
number  of  deaths  from  tubereulosis.  In  1953  there  were  13  deaths  as  eompared 
with  10  during  1954. 

TABLE  IX 


MA 

LES 

FEMALES 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmo7iary 

Puhnonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Number  of  Tuberculosis 
cases  on  Register  at 
the  1st  January,  1954 

235 

48 

214 

60 

557 

New  Notifications  1954 

25 

1 

26 

2 

54 

Number  restored  to 
Register  having  been 
previously  removed 

i 

1 

i 

_ 



1 

Cases  brought  to  notice 
otherwise  than  by  for- 
mal notification 

2 

2 

6 

10 

Number  removed  from 
Register  1954  (Due  to 
Recovery,  Death  or 
Outward  Transfer)  .... 

34 

7 

20 

5 

66 

Number  on  Register 
31st  December,  1954 

229 

) 

44 

226 

57 

556 

AGE  AND  SEX  OF  NEW  CASES,  DEATHS,  AND  RECOVERIES  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS,  1954 


28 


20 


TABLE  XI 
TUBERCULOSIS 
Notifications  for  the  following  Years: 


Year 

Population 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Xon- 

Piilmonarj^ 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1 035 

45,100 

34 

8 

30 

0 

78 

1 })3() 

45,400 

34 

14 

18 

9 

75 

1 037 

45,880 

34 

9 

20 

11 

80 

1 038 

40,300 

23 

8 

18 

4 

53 

1 030 

40,300 

20 

3 

21 

3 

53 

1 040 

44,340 

29 

0 

19 

5 

59 

1041 

45,000 

33 

5 

20 

4 

62 

1 042 

45,000 

28 

3 

19 

3 

53 

1 043 

45,000 

20 

3 

18 

5 

55 

1044 

44,500 

24 

5 

31 

1 

01 

1 045 

44,410 

31 

4 

21 

5 

01 

1 040 

40.100 

20 

4 

37 

7 

74 

1047 

47,000 

20 

4 

30 

0 

66 

1048 

48,250 

21 

3 

25 

3 

52 

1040 

48,490 

34 

1 

25 

3 

63 

1 050 

48,000 

30 

2 

21 

2 

55 

1051 

48,090 

39 

— 

20 

5 

70 

1 052 

48,730 

20 

2 

22 

7 

57 

1 053 

48,970 

43 

2 

33 

3 

81 

1 054 

40,350 

28 

3 

32 

2 

05 

TABLE  XIa 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  for  each  of  the  following  years: 


Year 

Population 

Males 

F emales 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1 935 

45,100 

11 

3 

19 

3 

36 

1930 

45,400 

10 

5 

9 

5 

35 

1937 

45,880 

22 

2 

3 

4 

31 

1938 

46,300 

27 

2 

5 

1 

35 

1 939 

46,300 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31 

1940 

44,340 

— 

— 

— 

34 

1941 

45,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

32 

1 942 

45,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

37 

1943 

45,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

39 

1944 

44,500 

19 

1 

9 

3 

32 

1 945 

44,410 

13 

1 

17 

2 

33 

1 940 

40,190 

17 

2 

16 

1 

36 

1947 

47,000 

9 

2 

17 

1 

29 

1948 

48,250 

12 

— 

15 

1 

28 

1949 

48,490 

17 

5 

16 

3 

41 

1 950 

48,900 

9 

1 

8 

3 

21 

1951 

48,090 

15 

1 

8 

1 

25 

1 952 

48,730 

10 

1 

9 

— 

20 

1953 

48,970 

0 

1 

4 

2 

13 

1054 

49,350 

0 

1 

1 

2 

10 

Year 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 


TABLE  XII 


Deaths  from  Malignant  Disease  (Cancer) 


Population 

Male 

Female 

Total 

45,190 

18 

33 

51 

45,490 

30 

24 

54 

45,880 

29 

31 

60 

46,360 

32 

39 

71 

46,360 

26 

28 

54 

44,340 

35 

30 

65 

45,000 

45 

28 

73 

45,000 

44 

25 

69 

45,000 

29 

30 

59 

44,500 

41 

43 

84 

44,410 

30 

38 

68 

46,190 

30 

32 

62 

47,060 

31 

47 

78 

48,250 

41 

38 

79 

48,490 

41 

37 

78 

48,900 

59 

30 

89 

48,690 

46 

33 

79 

48,730 

41 

34 

75 

48,970 

39 

28 

67 

49,350 

54 

30 

84 

Per  cent  of 
total  Deaths 


10.39 

11.38 

11.67 

14.64 

10.65 
10.36 
13.51 
14.28 
11.24 

17.00 
12.64 
12.58 

15.00 
16.99 
13.85 

15.61 

13.62 
14.76 

14.63 
17.61 


TAlMvK  XIII 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis.  Cancer  and  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  for  each  of  the  following  years: 
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REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


I present  a Report  on  the  work  earned  out  in  my  Department  during  1954. 

The  main  problems  faeing  the  Department  are  the  resumption  of  the  Slum 
Clearance  Programme  and  the  drive  for  cleaner  air,  both  of  which  will  contribute 
materially  to  better  health. 

Whilst  the  CouneiFs  policy  generally  has  been  to  provide  houses  for  persons 
in  lodgings  with  a small  percentage  allocated  for  bad  housing  conditions,  from 
the  health  point  of  view,  persons  who  have  resided  in  slum  houses  for  fifteen 
years  or  longer  have  a more  urgent  need  for  rehousing  than  lodgers  residing  in 
good  housing  conditions. 

The  redevelopment  of  slum  areas  by  this  Authority  is  urgently  required, 
together  with  the  clearance  of  derelict  sites  for  housing  purposes. 

In  the  body  of  the  report,  mention  is  made  of  the  completion  of  improve- 
ments at  a Steel  Works  which  has  given  relief  to  persons  residing  near,  and  I 
should  like  to  acknowledge  the  help  and  understanding  with  which  the  Company 
dealt  with  this  problem.  In  addition,  the  thanks  of  this  Authority  are  due  to 
the  same  Company  (Round  Oak  Steel  Works)  for  carrying  out  the  lead  peroxide 
tests  without  any  expense  to  this  Authority. 

One  District  Inspector  resigned  during  the  early  part  of  the  year.  Tliis 
was  not  filled  due  to  shortage  of  qualified  personnel. 

The  progress  made  in  previous  years  has  been  held,  and  my  thanks  are 
due  to  the  whole  of  the  staff,  particularly  to  my  Deputy,  Mr.  Crawford  and  Mr.  Bills. 
Chief  Clerk,  for  their  help  and  interest  in  the  working  of  the  Department. 

To  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  my  thanks 
for  their  confidence  and  support,  also  to  all  Chief  Officers  for  their  co-operation 
and  assistance. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 


Complaints 

473  complaints  were  reeeived  as  eompared  with  437  in  1953.  232  of  these 
were  as  a result  of  drain  stoppages,  whieh  were  promptly  attended  to  by  a 
workman  from  this  Department.  No  charge  is  made  for  this  serviee. 


Drain  stoppages  . . . . . . . . . . 232 

General  defects  to  houses  . . . . . . 173 

Offensive  odours  . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Overcrowding  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Insect  infestation  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Roadside  earavan  dwellers  . . . . . . 2 

Pigkeeping  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Smoke  nuisances  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . 30 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 
Smoke 

In  the  previous  year’s  report  it  was  mentioned  that  an  Inspector  holding 
the  qualifieations  for  smoke  abatement  work,  had  been  seeonded  to  deal  with 
atmospherie  pollution.  During  the  eurrent  year,  due  to  staff  difficulties,  he  had 
to  be  transferred  to  other  work.  This  was  unfortunate  as  considerable  progress 
had  been  made,  for  as  a result  of  his  inspeetions,  there  appeared  to  be  a greater 
realisation  by  a number  of  managements  that  they  could  assist  in  the  drive  for 
cleaner  air.  Unfortunately,  this  realisation  was  not  always  accepted  by  the 
workpeople  dealing  with  the  plant. 


Industrial  Gases 

1954  saw  the  eompletion  of  the  modiffeations  promised  by  Round  Oak 
Steel  Works,  and  for  a considerable  period  now,  no  nuisanee  has  been  ex- 
perienced by  residents  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Works.  The  whole  of  the  gases 
I’rom  the  open  hearth  furnaces  are  now  discharged  at  a height  of  1 80  feet  instead 
of  approximately  80  feet. 

Complaints  were  reeeived  of  damage  to  plant  life  in  Quarry  Bank  whieh 
was  eventually  traeed  to  the  emission  of  sulphur  dioxide  from  one  of  the  firing 
kilns  at  an  enamelling  works.  Samples  of  foliage  taken  showed  a high  pereentage 
of  lluorine  but  this  was  due  to  an  escape  from  spraying  booths.  This  has  been 
dealt  with  by  more  efficient  filters. 

On  the  whole,  the  general  improvement  in  the  area  has  been  maintained 
and  it  is  hoped  that  with  the  completion  of  the  housing  survey,  more  attention 
will  be  possible  to  this  work. 


TABLE  T 

LEAD  PEROXIDE  SO2  RECORDERS 


Results  as  Mg.  of  SOa/Day  collected  by  100  s(|.  cm. 


1 054 

Station 

Number 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

January 

2.09 

1.91 

1.87 

1.89 

1.95 

1 . 59 

February 

2.81 

2 . 62 

2 . 56 

2 . 30 

2 . 89 

2 . 40 

March 

2 . 03 

7.79 

1 .70 

1 .79 

2 . 39 

1 .61 

April 

1.86 

1 .59 

1 .66 

1.46 

2.11 

1 . 40 

May 

1 .59 

1.17 

1.39 

1 .29 

1 .46 

1.10 

June 

1 . 45 

0.95 

1.12 

1 . 04 

1 .39 

1.10 

July 

1 . 20 

0 . 66 

0 . 62 

1.08 

0.66 

0.33 

August 

i 0.16 

0.76 

0.77 

0 . 50 

0 . 93 

0.98 

September  . . 

1.67 

0.94 

0.85 

0 . 50 

0 . 63 

1.13 

October 

1 1.64 

1.24 

1.22 

0 . 68 

1 .44 

1.38 

November  . . 

2.10 

1 .76 

1.61 

1.24 

2.12 

1 .61 

December  . . 

1.79 

1.59 

1 .56 

1.14 

1.86 

1 .69 

Yearly  Average; 

1954  . . 

1.78 

1.41 

1.41 

1 .24 

1 .66 

1 .36 

195J  . . 

1.35 

1.15 

1 .30 

1.15 

1.20 

1 .07 

TABI>E  IT 

CONCENTRATION  OF  SMOKE  AND  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE 
BY  VOLUMETRIC  APPARATUS 


Smoke  expressed  as  milligrams  per  ]()()  cubie  metres. 

Sulphur  Dioxide  expressed  as  parts  per  100  million  parts  of  air. 


l 

1954 

Smoke 

\ 

Sulphur 

1 

Diodude 

Monthly 
A verage 

H ighest 
Daily 
Average 

Monthly 

Average 

Highest 

Daily 

Average 

January  . . 

19.2 

46.3 

4 . 5 

7.8 

Februarv  . . 

23.3 

50.3 

5.1 

14.4 

Mareh  ' 

18.6 

32 . 6 

4 . 5 

8.8 

April 

18.5 

37.8 

4.9 

9.4 

May  

11  .7 

23 . 1 

2.5 

5.2 

June 

9.0 

19.2 

1.1 

4.4 

July  

7.1 

9.6 

0.5 

1 .1 

August 

7 . 6 

14.5 

1 .0 

2.6 

September 

9.8 

19.2 

1 .2 

3 . 5 

Oetober 

10.7 

24.5 

2.0 

5 . 4 

November 

18.9 

54.8 

5.0 

18.3 

Deeember  . . 

13.8 

24 . 1 

4.3 

6.1 

^>arlv  Average 

1*954  

14.0 

3.0 

1958  

16.5 

— 

4.0 

1 

— 

All  plans  of  new  plants  where  boilers  are  to  be  installed  or  any  proeess 
likely  to  eause  a nuisanee  from  fumes,  ete.,  are  referred  to  this  Department 
before  they  are  approved  by  the  Planning  Committee,  thus  enabling  the 
Department  to  get  in  “on  the  ground  floor.”  This  eo-operation  has  proved 
advantageous  in  several  eases  both  to  the  Couneil  and  to  the  persons  who  made 
the  ]:)ro{)osaIs. 


Water  Supplies 


Samples  of  the  water  supply  from  the  public 
analysis  as  follows: 

mains  were 

submitted  for 

The  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

Company 

4 

4 

Stourbridge  & District  Water  Board  .... 
Kingfisher  Camping  Site  (private  bore- 

4 

4 

hole) 

.\11  the  samjjles  were  satisfactory. 

4 

7 

Sewage  Effluent 

Four  C'hemical  samples  were  submitted  from  the  Council’s  Sewage  Farm. 
All  were  reported  as  being  satisfactory. 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention 

182  visits  were  made  to  cases  of  Infectious  Disease;  42  houses  were 
disinfected. 

Ten  houses  were  sprayed  for  the  elimination  of  bed  bugs  and  fifteen  for  fleas. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

One  application  was  received  for  a licence  in  respect  of  one  caravan.  This 
was  granted.  Below  is  a list  of  the  licences  in  operation. 


Rear  of  May  View,  Thorns  Road,  Quarry  Bank  .... 

NiDuber  of 

L i cences  Dwelli  ngs 

2 2 

The  Woodlands,  Cot  Lane,  Wordsley 

1 

1 

11,  Mount  Pleasant,  Kingswinford.... 

1 

1 

The  Plantation,  Pensnett 

1 

1 

112,  Mount  Pleasant,  Kingswinford 

1 

1 

British  Legion  Club,  Kingswinford 

1 

1 

The  Farm,  7,  Stallings  Lane,  Kingswinford 

1 

1* 

Rear  of  Tansey  Green  Farm 

1 

1 

Kingfisher  Camping  Site 

1 

150 

Rear  of  Youth  Centre,  Cottage  Street,  Brierley  Hill 

1 

1* 

* C’aravans  were  removed  from  these  sites,  one  in  October  and  one  in  November 
and  the  licences  were  cancelled. 


Kingfisher  Camping  Site 

During  the  year,  an  application  was  received  for  an  extension  of  the 
licence  in  respect  of  this  site  from  150  to  165  caravans.  This  was  refused,  the 
licence  being  granted  for  150.  An  appeal  was  entered,  and  the  decision  of  the 
C'onncil  was  upheld  by  the  Court. 

The  various  communal  facilities  on  the  site  have  been  well  maintained  by 
the  site  owners,  and  generally  by  the  occupants  of  the  caravans.  Only  jtroperly 
designed  caravans  are  allowed  on  the  site. 

HOUSING 

Since  1948  the  Council  have  allocated  20%  of  all  houses  erected  and 
becoming  available  for  letting,  to  families  residing  in  unfit  houses.  During  the 
year,  300  persons  were  rehoused  from  90  unfit  houses  into  93  Council  Owned 
property.  During  the  7 years,  1,417  persons  have  been  rehoused  into  395 
Iiouses.  Whilst  progress  has  been  slow,  it  has  enabled  the  worst  housing 
conditions  to  be  dealt  with. 

Table  3 shows  the  action  taken  under  the  Housing  Act  since  1930.  The 
number  of  houses  dealt  with  is  2,411 ; of  these  2,020  have  been  demolished  and 
9,153  persons  rehoused. 


SUMMARY  OF  ACTION  TAKEN  1930  1954 


37 


2 0) 
5 


o o 

S 

0; 


C'l 

o J w 


'sO'.X 


Ire 
^ ^ - 
I I 

c 


i-  c Cl  ;c  X 1.0  X t-  >-, 

1 

1 

1C  X X -J'  Ip  I 

X 

CC  -H  X »0  Ol  X X X Cl 

Ip  10  Cl  Cl  p-  1 

lO 

l-  01  l-  10  C X -f  ^ PH 

pH  P-  pp  01  X 

rH  01  pH 

01 

CICIXOIXCIXXCIX 

X X *+  10  pf 

01  X 10  X 10  1-  01  X rf  01 

pp  10  »0  Ip  X 

Ol 

r-  01  X -f  01 

01 

Olp-ClClClXXXX-t 

1 X 1 ! X 

r-  XX  01 

1 1 1 p- 

Pf  10  X 10  t'  X 10  X t>  X 

PH  IH  CO  01  Ip 

Hf  1-  I-H  c -}<  01  X pp  ^ 

X 01  Ip  10  Cl 

01  'f  10  X pj 

01 

X c ;c  X -f-  p-  1 01  1 1 

1 1 10  X oi 

OI 

I 1 

-t  C O 01  Cl  lO  1 I 1 1 

1 1 1 ^ 

»0  p-  O pf  pH  X 1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 -PH  r- 

rH  PH  01 

»o  - C 1-  Cl  X 1 p-  1 1 

1 X pp  1 IP 

pH  O Pt  1 1 1 

1 1 

pf  -P?  pH  Cl  10  X PH  1-  X 

1 I 1 ^ 

pH  01  01  pH  X 

1 1 1 

" 

XCXphOXpJ'X-J'OI 

t-  UO  Tf' 

pflOlCXOHftp  pH 

CO  01  w 

! ^ 

pp  01  01  01  pH 

1 ^ 

fc  -t  »-o  c£  i-  X c;  i-  X c;  c pH  (Tj  CO  Tfi 

X X X X X X X -+  --t  »0  »0  LO  10  LO 

o:  c:  Cl  Ci'  c:  c:  cr.  c;  c;  c;  c:  o C5  Ci  c: 


Prior  to  x\malgamatioii. 


38 


The  progress  made  before  tlie  war  was  eoiisiderable  and  had  it  not  been 
for  tlie  outbreak  of  hostilities,  there  is  no  doubt  that  long  before  this  date  all 
unfit  houses  would  have  been  dealt  with. 

The  aetion  taken  by  the  C'ouneil  in  11)36  to  aeeelerate  the  demolition  of 
unfit  houses  was  a wise  stej).  The  original  number  which  was  considered  by 
the  three  Areas  j)rior  to  amalgamation  being  697.  This  was  increased  in  1936 
to  1,401  and  revised  in  the  next  year  to  a figure  of  2,100  and  for  rehousing  of 
the  tenants  between  1934  and  the  end  of  1938,  1,533  were  erected  for  slum 
clearance.  In  addition,  205  were  provided  for  the  relief  of  statutory  over- 
crowding. All  these  houses  were  built  when  costs  were  low  in  comparison  with 
today’s  prices  to  the  financial  advantage  of  the  C'ouneil  and  fully  justified  the 
acceleration  of  the  pre-war  slum  clearance  programme. 

The  survey  required  by  the  Ministry  was  commenced  in  September,  one 
Inspector  being  allocated  solely  for  this  work,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year, 
considerable  progress  had  been  made.  It  is  estimated  that  the  number  of  unfit 
houses  which  the  Council  will  have  to  deal  with  will  be  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  1.000.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  time  has  arisen  when  more  drastic  aetion 
is  necessary,  particularly  when  one  bears  in  mind  that  a number  of  areas  were 
declared  as  far  back  as  1938/1939,  but  unfortunately  never  confirmed  by  the 
Ministry.  In  these  areas,  the  houses  are  still  occupied  patiently  by  persons  who 
deserve  a “break.” 

The  areas  reejuiring  priority  are  Church  Street,  Bell  Street,  Pensnett. 
Sheffield  Street.  Quarry  Bank,  Wallows  Street,  Chapel  Street,  Brickiln  Street, 
Potter  Street,  Brierley  Hill. 

Section  9 

\Vork  was  carried  out  in  default  under  this  Section  in  respect  of  1 52.  High 
Street,  Pensnett  at  a cost  of  £100.  An  Order  was  made  for  the  owner  to  make 
re})ayment  over  a period  of  several  years. 

Section  11  (Demolition  Orders) 

72  Houses  were  represented  as  being  unfit  and  64  Demolition  Orders 
were  made  on  the  following: 

Brierley  Hill 

62,  64.  66  and  68,  Brettell  Lane. 

152,  Amblecote  Road. 

41,  43,  and  45,  Dclph  Lane. 

8 and  12,  Turk  Street. 

44,  46.  56  and  58,  Chapel  Street. 

2,  4,  6.  and  8,  Bent  Street. 

5,  7,  9,  41,  43,  95,  and  97,  Dudley  Road. 

13,  Potter  Street. 

1,  “B”  Court,  Albion  Street. 

9 and  11,  Rocks  Hill. 

Rear  of  42,  New  Street. 

48,  50,  52,  and  54,  Chapel  Street. 

1 and  2,  “17’  Court,  Parkes  Street. 


7.  Smithy  Lane. 

20,  Swan  Street. 

().‘3,  Lommonside. 

n,  12,  25.  and  26,  Hratlley  Street. 

WOKDSLEY 

10  and  11,  High  Street. 

6,  Junetion  Cottage. 

Kings  WIN FORD 

18,  58  and  54,  High  Street. 

17  and  18,  The  Oak. 

64  and  65,  Hill  Street,  Mount  Pleasant. 

Quarry  Bank 

82,  Kvers  Street. 

98,  99  and  100,  Lower  High  Street. 

Brockmoor 

50,  51,  52,  58  and  54,  Cressett  Lane. 

62  and  68,  Station  Koad. 

In  respeet  of  the  other  eight  houses.  Undertakings  were  aeeepted  as  follows; 

L\,  2A,  76  and  77,  Wallows  Street,  Brierley  Hill. 

Back  of  62,  High  Street,  Brierley  Hill. 

29  and  172,  Commonside,  Pensnett. 

22,  Brettell  Lane,  Brierley  Hill. 

An  Undertaking  was  cancelled  in  respeet  of  216,  Thorns,  Road  Quarry 
Bank,  the  house  having  been  made  lit. 

Implication  was  made  to  the  County  Court  in  accordance  with  the  Provisions 
of  the  Housing  Acts,  1986  and  1949  and  the  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1958  for  the  (piashing  of  a Demolition  Order  made  in  1988  on 
71,  Co})]mice  Lane.  Quarry  Bank. 

The  house  had  been  re-opened  under  the  Defence  (General)  Regulations, 
1989  and  rejmairs  had  been  carried  out  making  the  house  fit  for  occupation. 

Section  10  and  12  (Closing  Orders) 

54,  Brettell  Lane,  Brierley  Hill. 

80,  116  and  118,  Mill  Street,  Brierley  Hill. 

57.  Bower  Lane,  Quarry  Bank. 

85.  High  Street,  Kingswinford. 

107.  ^Iount  Pleasant,  Kingswinford. 
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Section  25  (Clearance  Areas) 

• Two  Clearance  Areas  eoinprisiiig  16  houses  were  re})resente(l  during  the 
year.  These  were: 

Clearance  Area  No.  34 — Connnonside,  Pensnett. 

Nos.  38,  39,  42,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47,  48,  49,  50,  51  and  52. 

Clearance  Area  No.  35 — Connnonside,  Pensnett. 

Nos.  57,  58  and  59. 

The  Council  decided  to  ap})ly  for  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders,  and  a 
Public  Local  Inquiry  was  held  by  the  Ministry’s  Inspector  on  the  lOth  August, 
1954.  Only  one  objector  appeared.  The  Orders  were  confirmed  by  the  Ministry 
on  the  2nd  September  without  modification. 


Overcrowding 


At  the  end  of  1954  there  were  26  known  eases  of  statutory  overcrowding 
and  the  position  to  date  is  set  out  in  the  following  table: 


Council 

Private 

H ouses 

H ouses 

Total 

At  31st  December,  1953 

15 

15 

30 

New  eases 

3 

8 

11 

18 

23 

41 

Cases  abated  .... 

9 

6 

15 

Total  eases  at  31st  December,  1954 

9 

17 

26 

The  following  table  shows  that  there  were 

66  known 

eases  of  sex 

over- 

Towding  at  the  end  of  1954: 

One 

Two 

Bedroo}}! 

Bedroom 

Total 

If  ouses 

Houses 

At  31st  December,  1953 

14 

70 

84 

New  cases 

— 

3 

3 

14 

73 

87 

Cases  abated  .... 

3 

18 

21 

Total  eases  at  31st  December,  1954 

11 

55 

66 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 

One  application  for  a Certificate  under  this  Act  was  received.  This  was 
granted. 
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Housing  Act,  1949 
Improvement  Grants 

Iin])rovement  grants  are  dealt  with  by  this  Department  and  many  pre- 
liminary inspeetions  were  made  in  respect  of  enquiries  by  house  owners. 
Seventeen  formal  applications  were  received;  of  these  fifteen  were  approved; 
four,  however,  were  afterwards  withdrawn  by  the  owners  who  were  not 
prepared  to  accept  the  conditions  attached  to  the  grant.  The  total  amount 
applied  for  in  respect  of  the  eleven  cases  was  £3,265,  the  amount  approved 
being  £2,816  of  which  £1,408  was  by  way  of  grant  from  this  Authority. 
Practically  the  whole  of  the  applications  dealt  with  were  for  the  addition  of 
bathrooms  and  related  to  owner  occupiers.  In  two  instances,  applications  were 
received  from  owners  of  blocks  of  tenanted  houses,  who  were  prepared  to 
jirovide  a bathroom  to  each  house,  the  cost  in  one  ease  being  approximately 
£1,400,  but  several  of  the  tenants  would  not  agree  to  pay  the  increase  in  rent 
necessary  to  cover  the  improvements,  and  consequently,  the  schemes  were 
dropped.  This  was  unfortunate,  particularly  as  the  houses  were  good  sub- 
stantial property. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


The  food  premises  to  which  the  Bye-Laws  relating  to  the  handling  of  food 
apply  are  as  follows: 

415  Food  Shops 
18  Cafes 
27  Canteens 
167  Licensed  Premises 

295  swabs  were  taken  from  glasses  at  licensed  premises,  43  failed  to  pass 
the  laboratory  test. 

Two  samples  of  over-spilled  beer  were  forwarded,  both  showed  no  B Coli 
present.  It  is  unfortunate  that  owing  to  pressure  of  other  work  during  the 
year,  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  ceased  dealing  with  swabs,  etc., 
from  food  premises. 

There  is  no  doubt,  despite  what  is  said,  over-spilled  beer  as  referred  to  in  a 
previous  report,  is  returned  to  barrels  for  resale.  A satisfactory  solution  of  this 
is  most  difficult  to  find.  One  answer  might  be  the  use  of  a stain  in  the  beer 
troughs,  this  would  ensure  that  over-spilled  beer  would  be  so  coloured  that  it 
could  not  be  sold.  This  practice,  I believe,  is  in  operation  overseas.  Unfit  meat 
has  to  be  stained  to  prevent  it  being  used  for  human  consumption! 

Slaughterhouses 

Rationing  of  meat  came  to  an  end  in  June  and  from  July  onwards,  the 
purchase  of  live  stock  for  slaughter  by  traders  was  resumed. 


Notice  was  given  by  the  Ministry  early  in  the  year  and  the  (|uestion  of  the 
facilities  for  slaughtering  was  considered  by  the  Public  Health  Committee. 
The  matter  was  fully  explored  and  meetings  were  held  with  representatives  of 
the  Master  Butchers’  Association. 

In  1939,  there  were  20  slaughterhouses  in  use,  prior  to  decontrol  there 
were  4 licenced  premises. 

Owners  of  slaughtering  premises  who  gave  notice  that  they  proposed  to 
apply  for  a licence  were  supplied  with  a copy  of  “notes  and  practices.”  Eight 
applications  were  reeeived,  six  of  these  being  refused.  One  was  re-submitted 
showing  an  improved  layout  and  modifications;  this  was  approved. 

Finally  8 slaughterhouses  were  licenced,  three  being  bacon  factories. 

Applications  in  respect  of  two  slaughterhouses  were  still  under  considera- 
tion at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  re-opening  of  slaughterhouses  brought  with  it  increased  meat  in- 
sj^ection  work  and  in  the  early  days  additional  hours  had  to  be  worked  including 
week-ends  and  holidays,  but  with  the  eo-operation  of  the  traders,  the  meat 
inspection  work  has  developed  into  a normal  routine. 

That  the  rate  of  slaughtering  is  increased  can  be  seen  from  the  following 
table  which  gives  details  of  animals  slaughtered,  the  total  being  12,061  as 
compared  with  an  average  of  5,000 — -all  pigs — for  the  previous  5 years. 


TAHI.E  IV 


Cattle 
excluding  j 
Cowfi  1 

Coivs 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . . 

363 

102 

25 

2,836 

8,735 

Number  inspected 

363 

102 

25 

2,836 

8,735 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

C'arcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  . . 

! 

22 

23 

— 

150 

585 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
alTeeted  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

6.06 

22 . .55 

_ 

5 . 29 

6.79 

Tuberculosis  only 

^^'hole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

! 

j 

4 

C’arcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
condemned 

17 

23 

— 

— 

292 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

4.96 

23 . 55 

— 

' — 

3.39 

Total  weiglit  of  meat  condemned  Ji-tons.  19-ewts.  l-qtr.  21-ll).s. 
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It  is  interesting'  to  eompare  these  details  with  the  figures  for  1938  and  1939. 
Two  points  stand  out,  one  being  that  the  housewife  is  demanding  and  getting 
better  (piality  beef  for  cow  beef  fell  from  40%  before  the  war  to  22%  this  year. 
The  other  being  that  there  is  a marked  reduction  in  animals  affected  with 
tuberculosis  as  follows: 

1938  fl/zd  1939  1954 

C'attle 6.8%  4.96% 

Cows  32.0%  23.55% 

Pigs  10.0%  3.39% 

The  following  Acts  relating  to  the  slaughter  of  animals,  came  into  operation 
during  the  year: 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Pigs  Act,  1953 
(1st  July,  1954) 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Amendment  Act,  1954 
(1st  October,  1954) 


Other  Foods  Condemned 

Apples  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82 

Apricots  (Tins  and  Jars)  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Bacon  (lbs.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Beans  in  Tomato  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . 24 

Beef  Corned,  etc.  (Tinned)  . . . . . . . . . . 139 

Carrots  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Cheese  (lbs.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 

Cherries  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131 

(’ream  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

(Tab  potted  (Jars)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

C'heese  Spread  (Pkts.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 72 

Damsons  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77 

Eggs,  Frozen  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Fish,  various  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Fruit  Salad  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

(Gooseberries  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

(Grapefruit  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Ilorlicks  (Jars)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Ham  (Tinned)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105 

Jam  (.Jars)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

T.emon  (’urd  (.Jars)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Meat  (various  (Tins)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  115 

Milk  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123 

Meat  and  Fish  Pastes  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Mandarin  Oranges  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Peas  (Tins)  309 

Peaches  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Pears  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 

Pickles  (.Jars)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Pineapple  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Plums  (Tins.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46 
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other  Foods  Condemned — continued 


Prunes  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Pilchards  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Pork  Pies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Sauce,  Apple  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Sandwich  Spread  (Jars)  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Soup  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Spaghetti  (Tins).  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Strawberries  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Sweetmeats,  Assorted  Novelties  (Boxes)  . . . . . . 38 

Sardines  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70 

Tomatoes  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 177 

Tongue  (Tinned)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 

Veal,  Jellied  (lbs.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 

Vegetables,  Mixed  (Tins)  . . . . . . . . . . 2 


During  the  year,  54  formal  samples  and  91  informal  samples  were  submitted 
for  analysis. 


The  Analyst  reported  adversely  as  follows: 

Action  Taken 

Milk — Informal  sample.  11.3%  deficient  Passed  to  Milk  Production 
in  fat.  3 . 3%  deficient  in  solids-not-fat  Office 


Pork  Sausage.  Formal  Sample, 
deficient  of  meat 


9.4%  Legal  Proceedings  taken. 

Retailer  dismissed  from 
case.  Manufacturer  fined 
£5  and  £18  10s.  Od.  costs 


Baking  Powder.  Informal  Sample.  5% 
deficient  in  carbon  dioxide 


4 packets  only  in  stock — 
withdrawn  from  sale 


Shredded  Beef  Suet.  Informal  Sample.  Formal  sample  taken 
3.7%  deficient  in  fat 

Shredded  Beef  Suet.  Formal  Sample.  After  discussion  with 
2 . 7%  deficient  of  fat  Firm’s  Representative  no 

further  action  was  taken 


The  following  were  infringements  of  the  Labelling  of  Food  Orders. 


C'oconut  Chips.  Formal  Sample.  ‘‘Colouring” 
omitted  from  list  of  ingredients 

I.emon  Sauce.  Informal  Sample.  List  of 
ingredients  included  “sweetening”  in- 
stead of  “sweetening  agent” 


Label  amended 


Old  stock  taken  back  by 
Manufacturer  who  agreed 
labelling  was  incorrect 


Minced  Turkey.  Informal  Sample.  Label 
stated  “1()()%  Turkey”  contained  79% 
water 


Labels  amended  to  read 
“Real  Turkey  in  Turkey 
Stock.  Flavouring  Agar 
Agar” 
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Summary  of  Articles  of  Food  and  Drugs  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  and 

the  Results  of  the  Analyses 


Article  Anah/sed 

Total  S 

' am  pies 

Gent 

uine 

lion  Genuine 

Formed 

Informal 

Formal 

Informed 

Formed 

Informed 

AliiioTuls,  Ground  . . 

1 

1 

Aliuond  Oil  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Aj)ricots  in  Svnip  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Aspirin  Tal)lets 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Hakin«T  Powder 

— 

1 

— • 

— 

— 

1 

Banana  Curd 

— 

1 

— ■ 

1 

— 

— 

Beer  . . 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Blitter 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Cake,  Kicli  Fruit  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Clieese,  Processed  . . . . 

— ■ 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Chicken,  Minced 

■ — 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Clear  Mints  . . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Cockles,  Cooked 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Coconut  Sipiares 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— • 

Coconut  Chips 

1 

— 

— ■ 

— 

1 

— 

Cod  Liv^er  Oil  and  Malt  Extract  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

Codec  and  Chicory  Essence 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Crab,  Dressed 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Crab  Paste  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— ■ 

— 

Cream,  Table 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Cream,  Whipping  . . 

— ■ 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— ■ 

Chrystals,  Raspberry 

— ■ 

1 

— 

1 

— • 

— 

Dripping 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Faggotts 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— ■ 

— 

Flour 

— 

3 

— ■ 

8 

— 

— 

Ginger  Beer.  . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— ■ 

Ice  Cream  . . 

1 

8 

1 

8 

— ■ 

— ■ 

Ice  Lollies  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Indian  Tonic  Water 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— ■ 

— 

Iodine,  Tincture  of . . 

— 

1 

— ■ 

1 

— • 

— 

dam  . . 

— - 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

dam  Pnd  

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

delly 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Lemon  and  Barley  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Liipienr  Chocolates 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— • 

Malt  Loaf 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Margarine 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— - 

— • 

-Margarine,  10%  Butter 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— ■ 

— 

-Marzipan 

— 

1 

— ■ 

1 

— 

— 

Menthol  Encalvptol  Pastilles 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Milk  . . . - ^ 

80 

19 

39 

18 

— 

1 

-Milk  Chocolate  Novelties  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

-Mincemeat  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

-Mint  in  Vinegar 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Mint  Sauce  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

-Mussels  in  Vinegar  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

Onions,  Pickled 

— 

1 

— ■ 

1 

— 

— 

Orange  Crush 

— ■ 

1 

— ■ 

1 

— 

— 

Orange  Drink 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Orange  Squash 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Paste,  -Meat  . . 

— 

1 

1 

■ — • 

— • 

48 

75 

42 

1 78 

1 

! 2 
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Summary  of  Articles  of  Food  and  Drugs  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  and  the  Results 

of  the  Analyses — continued 


Article  Analifscd 

1 

Total  Samples 

Genuine  | 

Hon  Genuine 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

43 

75  i 

42 

73 

1 

2 

Pastry,  Puff 



1 



1 





Pepper,  W hite 

• — 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pineajjple  Crush 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Salmon  Spread 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Sausage,  Pork 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Sausage,  Pork  with  Preserv. 

7 

— 

7 

— 1 

— ! 

— 

Sausage,  Reef 

1 

— 

1 

— j 

— 

— 

Sausage  Rolls 

— 

1 

— ■ 

1 ! 

— 

— 

Sauce,  Fruit 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Sauce,  Lemon  . . . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Soup,  Cream  of  Mushroom 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Steak  Pudding 

— 

1 

' — 

1 

— 

— 

Suet,  Pure  Sliredded  Reef.  . 

1 

1 

j — 

— 

1 

1 

4'ahlets,  Orange  flavoured  Sul]>hur 

— 

1 

— 

i 1 

— 

— 

Turkey,  Minced 

— 

1 

— 

— 

. — ■ 

1 

Vinegar,  Malt 

1 

1 

j 1 

1 

— 

— 

W ine,  Rich  Ruby  . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

W ine,  Cherry 

— 

1 

; — ■ 

1 

— 

— 

Christmas  Pudding.  . 

— 

1 

j 

1 

— 

— 

! 54 

! 91 

! 51 

86 

3 

i 5 

Section  14 

The  registration  of  two  premises  at  whieh  the  business  of  fish  frying  was 
carried  out  was  cancelled.  These  business  being  discontinued  reduces  the 
figure  to  26. 

Section  34 

Five  premises  are  registered  under  this  Section  of  the  Act  as  Wholesale 
Dealers  in  Margarine. 

MILK  (Special  Designation)  (RAW  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949 

Su])plementarv  Licences — 

Tuberculin  Tested  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Dealers’  Licences — 

Tuberculin  Tested  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

MILK  (Special  Designation)  (PASTEURISED  AND  STERILISED  MILK) 


REGULATIONS,  1949 

Supplementary  Licences — 


Pasteurised 

9 

Sterilised 

10 

Dealers’  Licences — 

Pasteurised 

8 

Sterilised 

5 

Retailing  Shopkeepers  (Sterilised) 

164 

MILK  SAMPLING  RESULTS  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  BIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION,  1954 
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Tuberculosu 

Test 

Cc  1 

^ ' 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

! 

i 

1 

01 

Ol 

1 

1 

1 

01 

1 

01 

Turbidity 
‘ Test 

Fail 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Pass 

1 

o 

CO 

1 

! 

1 

CO 

"5  S ^ 

~ Sc 

iir  su 

Fail 

! 

j 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

^ CC 

CO 

Ol 

1 

1 

' 1 

1 

1- 

•0 

I Fh()S])hatase 
\ Test 

Fail 

1 

1 

I 

t 

1 

1 

1 

1- 

uo 

Pass 

38 

124 

1 

1 

1 

Methylene 
Blue 
\ Test 

^ 1 

CO 

i 1 

1 

1 

1 CO 

1 

- 

01 

Pass 

38 

OI 

i 

1 

15 

rH 

-t 

Cc 

Biol. 

1 

1 

10 

i 

1 

01 

01 

Ol 

^ CO 

a; 

124 

CC 

CO 

OI 

1 

Ol 

Ol 

Designntion  \ 
under  winch  1 
sold 

x. 

& 

pH 

Pasteurised  .... 

Sterilised 

T.T.  (Raw)  .... 

Aeeredited  .... 

Ungraded 

TOTAL  ... 
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ICE-CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT,  Etc.)  REGULATIONS,  1947 
THE  FOOD  STANDARDS  (ICE-CREAM)  ORDER,  1951 

Manufacturers  in  the  Distriet: 

Ice-Cream — 

Heat  Treated  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Complete  Cold  Mix  . . . . . . . . 5 

— 10 

Fruit  Lollies  . . . , . . . . . . . . 18 

Total  . . . . 28 

Retailers — Storage  and  Sale,  the  majority  of  whom  retail 
wrapped  ice-eream  only — 

Premises  registered  at  31st  December,  1953  . . 135 

Premises  registered  during  1954  . . . . . . 8 

143 

Registrations  caneelled  during  the  year  . . . . — 

Number  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1954  . . 143 


71  Samples  were  submitted  for  the  Methylene  Blue  Test,  the  results  were 
as  follows: 


Type 
of  Mix 

No.  of 
Samples 
Submitted 

GRADES 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Produced  within 
the 

Urban  District 

Heat  Treated 

22 

16 

1 

4 

1 

1 

Complete  Cold 

7 

7 

— 

~ 1 

— 

Produced  outside 

Heat  Treated 

42 

35 

6 ^ 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

71 

1 58 

10 

1 ' 

2 

As  seen  from  the  above  table,  with  the  exception  of  three,  all  the  samples 
were  in  Grade  1 and  2.  This  is  most  satisfaetory. 


Ice  Lollies 


65  samples  were  submitted  for  examination.  The  results  are  as  detailed 
below : 


No.  of 
Samples  \ 
Submitted 

PLATE  COUNT  PER 

C.C. 

B.  CO  LI  CONTENT 

\ 

1 

Sterile 

1 

' Under  1 

100 

1 

100  to 
1,000 

Over 
1,000  , 

Nil  in 

0.3  C.C. 

Present  in 
0.3  C.C. 

65  1 

17 

40 

3 

5 

61 

4 
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Synthetic  Cream 

Of  27  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  21  were  satis- 
factory. B Coli  non-faecal  type  was  reported  in  the  remaining  6 samples. 
Each  ease  was  investigated,  and  where  the  cream  was  made  up  outside  the 
District,  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Authority  concerned. 


FACTORIES 


Premises 

Number 

in 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Occujyiers 

Prosecuted 

F actories — 

With  Mechanical  Power 

1 

223 

63 

Nil 

Without  Mechanical  Power 

12 

4 

1 , 1 

Nil 

Total  .... 

235 

67 

Nil 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  of 
which  Prose- 
cutions were 
Instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  . . 



2 



_ 



Inadequate  ventilation 
Sanitary  Conveniences: 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Insufficient 

4 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

.5 

.5 

— 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes  . . 
Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  re- 

lating to  Outwork) 

7 

7 

— 

1 ~ 

— 

Total 

1() 

19 

— 

— 

— 

C)  Outworkers  lists  were  received  notifying  12  Outworkers. 

No  Notices  were  received  from  II. M.  Inspector  of  Factories. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


Rodent  control  is  provided  as  a free  service  to  householders  and  during- 
the  year,  182  houses  were  inspected  for  the  presence  of  rats  and  mice.  99  were 
found  to  have  minor  infestations  and  treatments  were  carried  out. 

The  regular  attention  given  to  business  premises  ensures  comparative 
freedom  from  the  pests,  out  of  100  visited,  24  were  found  to  be  clear. 

A charge  is  made  for  these  treatments,  the  total  income  being  £226. 

The  work  for  the  second  successive  year  occupied  approximately  half  the 
time  of  one  employee,  the  poison  bait  used  was  Warfarin. 

Full  details  of  the  work  are  set  out  as  per  the  return  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


TYPE  OF  PROPERl'Y 


Non  -Agri  cultural 


Local 

.iuthority 

Divelli  ng 
Houses 
{including 
Council 
Houses) 

All 

Other 

{including 

Business 

Premises) 

Total 

Number  of  properties  in  Local  Authori- 
ty’s District  . . 

\ 

9 

14,471 

1,133 

15,613 

1 

Number  of  properties  inspected  as  a 
result  of: 

Notification 

140 

1 

i 

I 140 

Survey 

() 

13 

100 

119 

Otherwise 

— 

29 

601 

630 

Total  inspections  carried  out  including 
re-inspection  . . 

8 

225 

956 

1,189 

Number  of  properties  inspected  which 
were  found  to  he  infested  by: 

Rats — Minor 

2 

78 

76 

1 56 

Mice — Minor 

— 

21 

5 

26 

Number  of  infested  properties  treated 
by  the  L.A. 

2 

i 

t 99 

i 

i 

177 

Total  treatments  carried  out  including 
re-treatments  . . . . . . . . 

8 

105 

262 

1 

375 

In  addition.  24  agricultural  premises  were  treated. 
Assistance  was  given  to  Amblecote  U.D.C.  when  recpiested. 
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Sewers 

For  the  third  consecutive  year,  the  sewers  were  proved  by  testbaiting  to 
l)e  free  from  infestation. 

Manholes  were  prebaited  in  various  parts  of  the  district,  no  “takes”  were 
recorded. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933—1954 

7 new  applications  were  received  during  the  year,  making  a total  of  75 
liecneed  slaughtermen  in  the  District. 


SHOPS  ACT 

Details  of  the  shop  premises  on  the  register  are  as  follows: 

Food  Shops 
Cafes 

Other  Shops 
Licensed  Premises 


415 

18 

230 

167 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Licences  were  issued  in  respect  of  two  premises  which  upon  inspection 
were  found  to  be  suitable. 


PETROLEUM  ACT 

122  Premises  are  licenced  to  store  petroleum  spirit  in  the  area,  the  total 
amount  licenced  being  101,473  gallons.  Licence  fees  amounted  to  £73  10s.  Od. 

3 licences  covering  the  storage  of  7 tons  Calcium  Carbide  were  issued;  the 
fees  amounted  to  £2  Os.  Od. 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

One  sample  of  Algerian  Fibre  showed  insoluble  impurities  of  1 .9%  against 
the  prescribed  standard  of  1.5%.  The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  National 
Association  of  Upholstery  Fibre  Processors,  who  contacted  the  manufacturers 
in  Casablanca.  No  further  action  was  taken. 


11.  J.  PARKER, 

CInef  Sanitary  Inspector. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS,  1954 


Re- 

Housing  Act  Inspections  Inspections 


Repairs  (Sec.  9)  . . . . . . . . . . 5 6 

Demolition  (Sec.  11)  . . . . . . . . . . 63  305 

Closing  (Sec.  12)  . . . . . . . . . . 2 5 

Clearance  Areas  . . . . . . . . . . 23  94 

Other  Visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . 110  — 

Improvement  Grants  . . . . . . . . 104  20 


Public  Health  Act 

Houses 

Council  Houses 
Overcrowding 
Licensed  Premises 
Schools 

Camping  Sites,  Licensed 
Cinemas 
Rivers  Pollution 
Smoke  Abatement — 

Observations  and  Premises  visited 
Atmospheric  Pollution  Readings 
Public  Conveniences  . . 

Drainage  (Inspections) 

Drainage  Tests 
Cesspools 

Sewers  and  Street  Gullies 
Ashes  Accommodation 
Accumulations 
Disinfestation 

Infectious  Diseases  . . . . 

Swimming  Pool 
Offensive  Trades 
Animals  or  Birds 

Factory  Act 

Factories 
Bake-houses  . . 

Outworkers 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 


Market 

46 

4 

Food  Premises,  including  Ice-Cream  Retailers 

332 

19 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

53 

8 

Fish  Fryers 

33 

4 

Ice-Cream  Manufacturers 

10 

2 

^leat  and  Food  Surrenders  . . 

45 

— 

Milk  and  Dairies 

17 

— 

Cold  Stores 

3 

— 

Food  Vehicles 

7 

— 

67 

27 

26 

2 

20 

2 

7 

37 

13 
26 
1 5 

6 

3 

319 

330 

38 
119 

14 
3 
9 

18 

7 

12 

182 

2 

3 


195 


36 

11 

118 

2 

6 

1 

2 

23 


Bye-Laws 


Rc- 

1}  i s pect  ions  1}}  specti  o / 1 s 


Tents.  \'ans  and  Sheds  . . . . . . . . 71 

Piggeries  . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 765 

Shops  Act  . . . . . . . . . . .‘29 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951  . . 9 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951  . . 5 

Petroleum  Act  . . . . . . 24 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  79 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Builders,  etc.  on  Property  . . 341 


29 

5 


2 


20 


26 


9 


Sanitary  Improvements  carried  out  as  a result  of  Inspections  made  and  Notices 
served  (Work  actually  carried  out) 

Dwelling  Houses 


Roofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74 

House  brickwork  repointed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Chimney  stacks  re})ointed  . . . . . . . . , . . . (S 

Chimney  })ots  provided  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Defective  brickwork  of  walls  rebuilt  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Rainwater  spouting  re})aired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 41 

Damp-proof  courses  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Walls  and  ceilings  cleansed  , . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Plasterwork  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . 69 

Firegrates  repaired  or  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Windows  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Sash  cords  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Top  sashes  of  windows  hung  . . . . . . . . . . . . ’ 2 

\Vindow  fasteners  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Living  room  floors  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 8 

Bedroom  floors  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Stairs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

\Trandah  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . 2 


Wash-houses,  Water  Closets,  etc. 


Wasli-house  roofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Wash-lioiise  doors  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 4 

Wash-house  ehinineys  re])ointed  or  rebuilt  . . . . . . . . 1 

Wash-house  windows  rej)aired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . 2 

Wash-house  Doors  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Wash-house  doors  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Repairs  to  sink  briekwork,  ete.  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Water  supply  provided  to  sinks  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Washing  boiler  provided  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . (> 

Briekwork  of  washing  boiler  repaired  . . . . . . . . 4 

Washing  furnaees  provided  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 2 

Rainwater  spouting  provided  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 2 

Water  ('loset  walls  rebuilt  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Water  Closet  briekwork  repointed  or  repaired  . . . . . . 2 

Water  Closet  roofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Water  Closet  Doors  re}»aired  or  renewed  . . , . . . . . 1 

New  Water  Closets  prov  ided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Water  Closet  ])ans  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Water  Closet  seats  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Water  Closet  Dush  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . 21 

Leaking  Water  Closet  joints  repaired  . . . . . . . . 8 

Yards  or  paving  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Cellar  Daps  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 


Drainage 


Obstructed  drains  cleared  . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 

Drains  re])aired  or  reconstructed  . . . . . . . . . . 18 

Inspection  chambers  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

New  covers  provided  to  inspection  chambers  . . . . . . 5 

Waste  pipes  repaired  . . . . . . ' . . . . . . . 1 

Privy  converted  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Cover  to  cesspool  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 


Food  Premises 


Screens  })rovided  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

Structural  rej^airs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Water  Closet  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 1 

Cleansing  and  redeeoration  . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Hot  water  facilities  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Raising  of  outside  display  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Yards  cleaned  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Notices  in  sanitary  accommodation  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Dustbins  provided  and  covered  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . , . , . , 4 
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Shops  Act 

Forms  rccjuired  to  be  exhibited  . . . . 7 

Sanitary  Aeeommodation  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Ice-Cream  Premises 

Redecorated  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Licensed  Premises 

Sanitary  accommodation  limewashed  . . . . . . . . 8 

Sanitary  aeeommodation  screened  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Additional  sanitary  accommodation  provided  . . . . . . 2 

W.C’.s’  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Hot  Water  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Hath  Rooms  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Sink  Waste  Pipe  re])aircd  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Itar  Sinks  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

15ar  Counter  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . , . . . 1 

AVntilated  Food  Store  })rovided  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Cellar  Floor  re})aircd  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Lead  Heer  Pipes  replaced  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

C'ellars  limewashed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Drains  cleared  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

(iencral  repairs  . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . 5 

Premises  redecorated  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Roofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Factories  and  Workshops 

Factories  and  Workshops  limewashed  . . . . . . . . 2 

New  sanitary  aeeommodation  built  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Intervening  ventilated  space  provided  . . . . , . . 2 

Water  Closets  or  Urinals  limewashed  . . . . . . . 4 

W^ater  Closets  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Bakehouses 

Bakehouses  cleansed  . . . . . . , . , . . . 1 

Other  Nuisances 

Caravans  removxd  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 

Piggeries  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  other  refuse  removed  . . . . 1 

Piggeries  demolislied  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . , . . , , . . . . 3 
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Petroleum  Act 

Disused  Petrol  Tanks  removed  . . . . . . . . . . J 

Extinguishers  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Statutory  Notices 

Public  Health  Act,  1986 — 

Section  9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Section  93  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 

Section  45  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 4 

Section  269  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Housing  Act,  1 936 — • 

Section  11(1)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89 

Section  11  (4)  64 

Section  12  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Section  168  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 

Legal  Proceedings 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 — Section  55 

For  closing  means  of  access  by  which  Fined  £l  Is.  Od.  and 
house  refuse  is  removed  . . . . £2  2s.  Od.  costs. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 — Section  3 

Pork  sausage  9.4%  deficient  of  meat  The  Retailer  was  dis- 
content . . . . . . . . . . missed  from  the  case,  the 

Supplier  being  fined  £5 
and  £18  Is.  Od.  special 
costs. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


This  section  of  the  Report  relates  to  the  year 

ended  31st  March,  1955. 

Foreman 

1 

Male  Employees 

42 

Female  Employees  . . 

6 

These  are  emploved  as  follows: 

Male 

Female 

Refuse  Collection 

22 

— 

Refuse  Disposal 

1 

— 

Salvage 

4 

6 

Street  Cleansing  . . . . . . 

8 

— 

Ciullies  and  Cesspools 

2 

— 

Depots,  Drains,  Public  Conveniences, 
Rodent  Control  . . 

5 

The  number  of  working  days  lost  by  all  employees,  through  siekness  or 
injuries  was  672  an  inerease  of  129  days  eompared  with  the  previous  year. 


Vehicles 

The  vehieles  available  to  the  Department  are  listed  below. 

One  Austin  Van  was  delivered  in  September  and  a Shelvoke  and  Drewry 
Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  of  16/18  cubie  yards  eapaeity  was  delivered  on  the  31st 
January,  both  were  replaeements. 

3 S.  & D.  Freighters  (16-18  eubie  yards) 

2 S.  & D.  Freighters  (11  eubie  yards) 

1 S.  & D.  Gully  Emptier 

1 Cesspool  Emptier 

1 Morris  Commercial 

3 Morris  Vans 
3 Ford  Vans 

2 Lewin  Roadsweeper  Collectors 
1 Austin  Van 

1 Bulldozer 
1 Bray  Hydra-Loader 

Collection 

The  weekly  collection  of  refuse  continued  throughout  the  year  except  for 
one  week  in  July  and  September  when  annual  holidays  were  taken.  This  has 
been  achieved  despite  the  fact  that  full  employment  makes  it  practically  im- 
possible to  engage  sufficient  labour.  Many  headaches  are  experienced  and  much 
scheming  is  necessary  to  cope  with  the  day  to  day  difficulties. 
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The  incentive  bonus  scheme  in  operation  for  the  teams  on  refuse  collection 
has  materially  assisted,  the  bonus  paid  is  2jd.  per  bin  per  gang  over  the  set 
basic  figure.  The  weekly  bonus  varies  between  21/-  and  30/-  per  man. 

The  weight  of  refuse,  11,585  tons  shows  an  increase  of  667  tons. 


Disposal 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  The  Leys.  This  land  was 
purchased  in  1 939  and  already  approximately  200, 000  tons  of  refuse  have  been 
tipped  here.  There  should  be  sufficient  land  available  for  at  least  another  20 
years. 

The  work  of  control  is  carried  out  by  one  man  using  a small  bull-dozer 
and  a Bray-Hydra  Loader  for  gathering  covering  material.  In  addition,  several 
women  are  continually  engaged  on  the  tip  sorting  out  tins,  paper,  cullet,  etc. 

Disposal  Ground — 

House  Refuse 
Trade  . . 


Road  Sweepings 


12,888  Tons 


10,944 

641 


1 1,585 
1.303 


Ashbin  Provision 

Ash  receptacles  are  provided  free  as  part  of  the  refuse  collection  service, 
this  has  been  the  policy  since  May,  1950.  Within  the  next  two  years,  practically 
the  whole  of  the  bins  in  the  district  will  have  been  replaced.  The  policy  has 
advanced  the  collection  work,  providing  better  handling  facilities  for  the  work- 
people and  ensuring  more  hygenic  storage  of  the  refuse. 

The  total  number  of  bins  provided  from  May,  1950  to  31st  March,  1955: 

Houses  owned  privately  . . . . . . . . . . 6257 

Houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  . . . . . . . . 3901 

Total  ..  10158 


Waste  Paper 

The  collection  of  waste  paper  in  this  district  is  still  divorced  entirely  from 
the  collection  of  house  refuse,  three  vans  being  used. 

The  amount  of  waste  paper  collected  increased  by  71  tons  over  the  year 
previous,  income  was  up  by  £617.  The  price  of  waste  paper  has  shown  a 
tendancy  to  rise  from  the  contract  price  of  £6  10s.  Od.  Two  electric  presses 
are  used  for  baling  operated  by  two  women  who  carry  out  the  work  successfully. 
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Kitchen  Waste 

In  July  the  direction  to  collect  was  revoked  and  shortly  after  the  collection 
ol‘  waste  food  from  houses  was  stopped  as  the  collection  was  not  self  supporting. 


General 


The  total  income  for  the  year  was  £5,000  and  803  tons  of  salva 

.ged  material 

was  returned  to  industry.  83  tons  of  tins  were  extracted  from  refuse  at  the 
dis])osal  ground;  these  were  press  baled  and  sold  for  £392. 

Salvage  Income 

Tons 

£ 

Paper 

559 

3,979 

Baled  Tins  

83 

392 

Gullet 

65 

146 

Textiles  . . 

15 

136 

Kitchen  Waste  . . 

56 

209 

Metals 

21 

121 

Miscellaneous 

4 

18 

803 

£5,000 

COST  STATEMENT  TO  THE  31st  MARCH,  1955 
Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  and  Trade  Refuse,  Kitchen  Waste  and  Salvage 


Particulars 

Collection 

Disposal 

Tolnl 

Revenue  Account — 

Gross  Expenditure — 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Labour  . . 

8862 

1938 

10800 

Transport 

5461 

4045 

9506 

Plant,  equipment,  land  and  buildings* 

4111 

657 

4768 

Other  items 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

18434 

6640 

25074 

(iross  Income  . . 

187 

5149 

5336 

Net  Cost 

18247 

1491 

19738 

Unit  Costs — 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Gross  cost  per  ton — labour  only 

14  4 

3 1 

17  5 

Gross  cost  per  ton — transport  only  . . 

8 10 

6 6 

! 15  4 

Net  cost  per  ton* 

29  5 

2 5 

31  10 

£ 

£ 

i £ 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population* 

370 

i 30 

400 

Net  cost  per  1,000  premises* 

1206 

98 

I 1304 

* The  cost  of  providing  ashbins,  i.e.  £3,071  is  included  in  Plant,  etc., 
and  represents  Is.  lid.  per  ton,  £62  per  1, ()()()  population  and  £203  per  1,000 
premises  of  the  Net  Ihht  Costs. 
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OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 


Area 

Population  at  30th  June,  1954  . . 

Total  refuse  eolleeted — actual 
Weight  per  1,000  population  per  day 
Number  of  premises 
Average  haul 
Frequency  of  collection 
Kerbside  collection  (percentage  of  total 
Total  refuse  disposed  of  . . 

Method  of  disposal — controlled  tipping 

Rateable  Value 

Product  of  Id.  rate 

Rate  in  £ (Collection  and  Disposal) 


5,927  acres 

49,350 

12,388  tons' 

13.77  cwts. 

15,130 

2.25  miles 
weekly 

collection)  . . . . Nil 

12,388  tons 

100% 

£215,225 

£847 

Is.  11.3d. 


Street  Cleansing 

Mechanical  means  is  chiefly  used  for  this  work  assisted  by  several  aged 
street  orderlies.  Whilst  sweeping  machines  do  clean  the  channels,  the  main 
difficulty  arises  at  bus  stops  and  in  the  shopping  areas  where  only  hand  sweeping 
can  ensure  complete  cleansing.  Some  form  of  suction  or  vacuum  cleaner  for 
footpaths  appears  to  be  the  answer. 

Paper  picking  is  carried  out  in  all  main  roads  each  Sunday  morning  in  an 
endeavour  to  restore  the  normal  appearance  of  the  roads  after  the  Saturday 
night. 

The  litter  louts  are  still  with  us  in  spite  of  the  provision  of  more  litter 
baskets,  propaganda,  film  strips  at  local  cinemas  and  warning  notices  posted 
throughout  the  area  calling  attention  to  the  Bye  Laws.  Discussions  have  taken 
place  with  the  Police  on  this  matter  also. 

I feel  that  isolated  prosecutions  throughout  the  country  are  insufficient  to 
deal  with  the  litter  problem,  it  requires  a mass  attack  to  cope  with  this  costly 
and  unsightly  menace. 

Details  of  the  work  of  the  vehicles  is  summarised  as  follows: 


1 Number 

1 of  Loads 

Weight  ' 
Tons 

1 Loads  of 
Water 

Working 

Days 

No.  1 Lewin  Sweeper  . . 

354 

611 

161 

252 

No.  2 Lewin  Sweeper  . . 

310 

545 

155 

247 

664 

1156 

316 

499 

Street  sweepings  moved  by 

other  vehicles 

104 

147 

i — 

Total 

768 

1303 

316 

01 


Gully  Cleansing 

This  work  is  performed  by  meclianieal  means,  and  no  diffieulty  has  arisen 
during  the  year  in  this  direetion,  beyond  the  usual  stoppages  in  street  gullies 
due  often  to  stieks,  ete.  having  been  pushed  through  the  grids  by,  one  presumes, 
ehildren. 


COST  STATEMENT,  1954-1955 


Particulars 

Street  Sweeping 
and  Watering 

Street  and 
Gully  Cleansing  1 

Total 

Revenue  Account — 

(iross  Expenditure — 

£ 

1 

^ 1 

£ 

Labour 

2432 

190  1 

2622 

Transport  . . 

4283 

478 

4761 

Plant,  equipment,  build- 
ings, etc. 

220 

61 

281 

Other  items 

— 

1 

— 

Total 

6935 

729 

7664 

Ihut  Costs — 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Net  cost  per  street  mile 
cleansed 

29  6 

— 

— 

Net  cost  per  1,000  gullies 

£ 

£ 

£ 

eleansed 

— 

88 

— 

Net  cost  per  1,000  popula- 
tion 

140 

15 

155 

OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 

Mileage  of  streets  eleansed  . . 

Frequeney  of  eleansing — 

At  least  onee  daily 

Three  to  five  times  weekly 

Twiee  weekly 

Onee  weekly 

Less  than  onee  weekly  . . 

Total  miles  eleansed  . . 

Number  of  street  gullies  eleansed  . . 

Number  of  gully  cleansings  . . 

Weight  of  street  and  gully  refuse  . . 


67.01 


1% 

0% 

12% 

71% 

13% 
4,700 
1,980 
8,242 
1,772  tons 


Cesspools 

The  number  of  cesspools  cleansed  was  336,  loads  removed  were  594  and 
the  cost  was  £507. 


Sanitary  Accommodation 

Tlie  following  figures  show  the  considerable  progress  that  has  been  made 
since  the  ainalgaination  in  1934: 


Year  ending 

31st  March 

\v.c:s 

Bins 

Pans 

Ashpits 

Privies 

Dry 

Ashpits  Cesspools 

1935  .. 

. . 10458 

10388 

143 

262 

108 

135 

1955  . . 

. . 16160 

15483 

70 

8 

1 

121 

Public  Conveniences 

The  following  conveniences,  or  as  named  in  America,  ‘‘Comfort  Stations” 
are  cleansed  daily  by  this  Department.  On  the  whole,  the  district  is  now  fairly 
well  covered: 


Pearson  Street,  Brierley  Hill 
Church  Street,  Brierley  Hill 
Mill  Street,  Brierley  Hill 
High  Street,  Quarry  Bank  . 
High  Street,  Broekmoor 
High  Street,  Pensnett 
High  Street,  Pensnett 
The  Cross,  Kingswinford 
Enville  Road,  Wallheath 
Lawnswood  Road,  Wordsley 
High  Street,  Wordsley 


Male  and  Female. 
Male  and  Female. 
Male. 

Male  and  Female. 
Male  and  Female. 
Male  and  Female. 
Male. 

Male  and  Female. 
Male  and  Female. 
Male  and  Female. 
Male. 


Some  of  the  conveniences  were  damaged  by  irresponsible  persons;  this  was 
not  quite  so  extensive  as  usual. 


The  sum  of  £68  was  collected. 


H.  J.  PARKER, 

Clca ths i tig  S riper inteiideiit. 
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